
TOWN OF KENNETH CITY FLORIDA 

Town Council Meeting Minutes 

January 11, 2023 

 

 

A. Call to Order 
 

B. Moment of Silence by Mayor Howell and Pledge of Allegiance 
 

C. Roll Call 

Present were Mayor Robert Howell, Vice Mayor Cummings, Councilmember 
Zemaitis, Councilmember Noble, Councilmember Roberts, Interim Town 
Manager Duncan, Town Attorney Johnston. 

D. Consent Agenda 

Motion to accept Consent Agenda was made by Councilmember Noble 

Second was made by Vice Mayor Cummings  

All in favor 

Motion to accept Consent Agenda was passed 

 

E. Public Comment 

Jan Lacinto 5951 52nd Ave North 

Ms. Lacinto asked how residents could get their questions answered at Town 
Council meetings.  

Public comment was closed 

Interim Town Manager Duncan said he felt that Council meetings were not a 
great forum for questions and answers. He discussed the procedure for answering 
questions.  

 

F. Representative Linda Chaney 

Mayor Howell welcomed Rep. Linda Chaney to the podium. 



Representative Linda Chaney introduced herself and gave an update on what is 
happening in Tallahassee. These updates included: 

• A focus on education and related bills that were passed 
• A focus on community health, such a mental health and substance abuse 
• The development of programs to encourage fatherhood problem with an 

investment of $70 million into programs  
• No Patient Left Alone Act 
• Voluntary admission of minors – Baker Act 
• Attainable housing for which funding was increased by 73 percent 
• The creation of a statewide database for guardianship program 
• Bonuses for attracting first responders to jobs in Florida  
• Protecting identity of those who have been sexually harassed 
• Investment in environmental programs at $3 billion 
• Recycling bill  which would make it easier to stop illegal dumping of 

industrial grease 
 
Representative Chaney discussed local projects that the State has been investing 
in such as the Science Center Restoration, Johns Pass, and the Holocaust 
Museum. She also discussed he issue of property insurance.  

Mayor Howell asked how the Town and Representative Chaney could help each 
other. Rep. Chaney advised that gathering information from HOAs or community 
groups would be helpful. She also advised the Town Council to stay in touch with 
her. 

Councilwoman Noble thanked Rep. Chaney for coming and inquired about flood 
insurance. Rep. Chaney advised that flood insurance was a federal program. At 
the state level, she indicated that efforts were being made through resiliency 
efforts and infrastructure to protect our communities from flooding. She talked 
about insurance companies as a related topic. 

Vice Mayor Cummings thanked Rep. Chaney for coming in and opening up the 
lines of communication. He said he hoped that communication could help the 
Town with some of the environmental things being done.  

Interim Town Manager Duncan indicated that the Town was doing its best to 
manage the flooding issues and have submitted an appropriations request. 
There was a discussion regarding grants and appropriations for this project.  

G. Action Agenda 
 

1. Continuing Professional Engineering Services 



JP Murphy introduced this item. He indicated that the Town received 4 proposals 
and 1 was disqualified because they didn’t meet the requirements of the RFQ. 
The qualified firms that responded were: George F Young, AED, and Civilsurv. He 
explained the CCNA process and the evaluation committee process. He indicated 
that Council could select one or more firm and then contract/pricing proposal 
would be negotiated from there. It was noted that all of the firms were 
competent. He also recommended having a second engineer in case the other 
firm isn’t able to provide services. 

Vice Mayor Cummings asked if the engineer could help when the Town wanted 
to advertise a bid.  

Mayor Howell asked why the Council should consider looking at another 
engineering firm. 

It was advised that the committee’s recommendation was to go with two firms 
as you wouldn’t want to lose the institutional knowledge of the engineering firm 
that the Town has already been working with.  

Motion to enter into contract negotiations with Advanced Engineering and 
Design, Inc and Civilsurv to provide consulting professional engineering services 
and, further, to authorize the Town Manager to conduct the negotiations on the 
town's behalf. Should a satisfactory agreement not be reached with either of the 
previous two parties, authorize the Town Manager to enter into negotiations 
with George F. Young was made by Councilmember Zemaitis 

Second was made by Councilmember Noble 

All in favor 

Motion to enter into contract negotiations with Advanced Engineering and 
Design, Inc and Civilsurv to provide consulting professional engineering services 
and, further, to authorize the Town Manager to conduct the negotiations on the 
town's behalf. Should a satisfactory agreement not be reached with either of the 
previous two parties, authorize the Town Manager to enter into negotiations 
with George F. Young was passed 

 
2. 2023 Tentative Agenda  

 
Interim Town Manager Duncan introduced the items on the tentative agenda 
and explained the purpose.  
 
Councilmember Zemaitis discussed the Comprehensive Plan. There was a 
discussion about putting this item on an agenda before the March deadline.  



 
Councilmember Noble said that would help us with the Strategic Plan and said 
she would like to start on that as soon as possible. There was a discussion about 
Strategic Planning and the process between Council and staff and how to fund it. 
 
Council gave consensus to advertise solicitations for a Strategic Plan and bring 
proposals back for Council to review.  
 
Vice Mayor Cummings asked about flood insurance and it was indicated that 
staff is working on it 
 
There was an update on the Charter Review and Zoning Code. Town Attorney 
Johnston gave an update on this and how to do this. 
 
There was a discussion between Council and staff about the assessment fees and 
that corresponding process. 
 
 

3. Discussion of Town Flag on Town Flag Pole 

There was a discussion between Council and staff regarding the appropriate flags 
to out on the Town’s flagpoles. It was determined that the state flag was missing 
and damaged. Councilmember Zemaitis said it would be nice if the Town had an 
American flag,  State flag, and Town flag. She also suggested having a flag for 
each month like Breast Cancer Awareness as an advocacy effort. 

Town Attorney Johnston recommended passing a policy so there’s some 
protection as to which flags would be appropriate. 

Robert Arrison, 5192 Lake Charles Drive, N 

Mr. Arrison indicated that he didn’t like Pinellas Park flag and liked 
Councilmember Zemaitis’s idea. 

Council gave consensus to have American, State, Town flag on the Town’s flag 
pole. 

There was a discussion between Council and staff about the security of the 
flagpole.  

H. Town Attorney Report 

Town Attorney Johnston gave an overview of the Town Attorney report that was 
listed in the agenda packet. 



She gave an update on Chapter 54 and said she was reorganizing that section 
and had questions for Council. There was a discussion between Council and staff 
regarding where vehicles can be parked, approved surfaces for driveways, 
adding a section that addressed the removal of vehicles that were illegally 
parked, clarifying language for special event parking, recreational vehicles, the 
expansion of existing driveways, and how to identify the appropriate size of 
vehicles allowed in driveways. 

I. Town Clerk Report 

Town Clerk gave a brief update on the Town Clerk’s Office 

J. Town Manager Report 

Interim Town Manager Duncan advised that the Town need Board of Adjustment 
members and that nominations should be voted on at the next Council meeting. 

There was a discussion as to who would attend the Police Department’s 
Accreditation Award Ceremony in St. Augustine.  Mayor Howell said he would 
attend. 

Interim Town Manager Duncan reviewed the items in the Town Manager Report. 

There was discussion about Town Hall staffing. 

There was a discussion on grants awarded and anticipated. 

K. Mayor/Council Comments 

There was a discussion on costs of Imagine That Performance managing the 
Town. Interim Town Manager Duncan asked the Council to bring their priorities 
to the next meeting.  

L. Adjournment 

Motion to adjourn the meetings was made by Councilmember Roberts 

A second was made by Councilmember Zemaitis  

All in favor 

The Meeting ended at 9:06 

 

 


