TOWN OF KENNETH CITY FLORIDA

Town Council Special Meeting Minutes

r“ April 26, 2023
KENNETH CITY

A. Callto Order
B. Pledge of Allegiance
C. Rollcall

Present upon roll call: Councilmember Roberts, Councilmember Cummings, Councilmember Zemaitis,
Vice Mayor Noble, Mayor Howell and Interim Town Manager LaFave.

City Attorney Services

Mayor Howell opened the meeting, turning it over to Interim Town Manager LaFave to discuss Attorney
Services.

Interim Town Manager LaFave referred to a memo she provided to the Council and asked Deputy Town
Clerk Palmer to read the memo for the record. After the memo had been read Interim Town Manager
LaFave addressed the Council explaining why she has requested to have the current Town Attorney be
terminated and to be replaced with an Interim Town Attorney. Interim Town Manager LaFave stated
she has contacted other local government attorneys, inquiring as to their willingness and rates.
Attached to the memo provided is the resume of Attorney Ralf Brookes a Certified City County Local
Government Lawyer. Attorney Brookes is here at this meeting tonight.

Discussion ensued amongst the Councilmembers. Councilmember Roberts expressed that she is only
seeing this information for the first time tonight and has not even had time to read the resume and is
concerned Attorney Johnston is not present at this meeting to be part of this discussion.
Councilmember Zemaitis concurs with Councilmember Roberts. Vice Mayor Noble voiced concern
regarding a records request for the audio of the last meeting, lack of updates to Muni code on town
ordinances, and other services that have been lacking. Mayor Howell stated he has not had any issues
with records request or the town attorney. Mayor Howell also stated that when they brought Interim
Manager LaFave on, he promised to back her up. Councilmember Cummings expressed his concerns on
deadlines not being met and Attorney Johnston was at all meetings knowing the deadlines.

Mayor Howell opened the discussion for public comment:
Resident, 5196 60™ Way, commented on the hiring of Imagine That and other concerns.

Resident, Jeffery Pfannes: 4494 61 Lane, commented on the performance of former Town Manager
Duncan.

Resident, Donald Kinney: 6144 46 Ave., commented on Imagine That and town building services.
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Resident, Paul Asher: 6412 44" Ave. N., commented on the hours per month the current attorney is
hired to be available to the town and also commented what time frame can the new attorney can give
to the town.

Resident, Robert Arrison: 6048 45™ Ave. N., commented the only thing that should be talking about is
what the Interim Town Manager is asking for.

Resident, Ellen Dalbo: 4726 58 St. N., commented on the hiring of the Interim Town Manger LaFave
and the responsibility of the town’s recordings.

Resident, Tony Chan, 4255 58 St N, thanked everyone for their service Mr. Chan commented on the
hiring of Imagine That, and the terminating of Imagine That.

After public comment, Interim Town Manger LaFave introduced Attorney Brookes, who gave an
overview of his services and experience to the Council. Attorney Brookes also commented on the
current contract with Imagine That. Attorney Brookes also explained to the Council they will need to
follow the procurement code for the town and seek bids for a permanent Town Attorney. After further
discussion, Vice Mayor Noble moved to Terminate the existing Town Attorney without cause effective
immediately, seconded by Councilmember Cummings. Roll call: Councilmember Roberts, no;
Councilmember Cummings, yes; Councilmember Zemitias, no; Vice Mayor Noble, yes; and Mayor
Howell, yes.

Vice Mayor Noble moved to appoint Ralf Brookes Attorney, as Interim Town Attorney effective
immediately under the same terms and conditions as the existing contract, seconded by Councilmember
Cummings. Roll call: Councilmember Roberts, no; Councilmember Cummings, yes; Councilmember
Zemitias, yes; Vice Mayor Noble, yes; and Mayor Howell, yes.

Interim Town Manager LaFave, thanked the council for supporting her in this endeavor.

Vice Mayor Noble thanked the citizens for coming out to support Interim Town Manager LaFave. Mayor
Howell emphasized the fact that the Council is standing behind her and wants Interim Town Manager
LaFave to succeed.

Councilmember Zemaitis moved to adjourn the meeting, seconded by, Councilmember Roberts. Roll
call: all yes.

Respectfully Submitted

Mary F. Palmer, CMC, MMC
Deputy Town Clerk



